
SERMON OUTLINE                             Series:  Shaped to Make a Difference
October 17, 2021                                         “Unwrapping My Spiritual Gift”

Psalm 139:14-16 “14 I praise You because You made me in an amazing and 
wonderful way.  What you have done is wonderful.  I know this very well.  15 You saw 
my bones being formed as I took shape in my mother's body.  When I was put 
together there, 16 You saw my body as it was formed.  All the days planned for me 
were written in Your book before I was one day old.” (NCV)

Spiritual gifts
Heart
Abilities 
Personality
Experiences

Today I want to talk about SPIRITUAL GIFTS!  

 WHAT ARE SPIRITUAL GIFTS

BACKGROUND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Numbers 11:29 “… I wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets and 
that the Lord would put His Spirit on them!”  (NIV) 

Ezekiel 36:24-27 “24 For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather 
you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land.  25 I will 
sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from 
all your impurities and from all your idols.  26 I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh.  27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move 
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” (NIV) 

Joel 2:28-29 “28 … I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams.  29 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will 
pour out my Spirit in those days.” (NIV) 

John 16:7-8, 13-14 “7 … It is good that I am going away.  Unless I go 
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to 
you.  8 When He comes, He will prove the world to be in the wrong about 
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sin and righteousness and judgment … 13 But when He, the Spirit of 
truth comes, He will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on His 
own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to 
come.  14 He will glorify me because it is from me that He will receive what 
He will make known to you.” (NIV)  

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” (NIV) 

Acts 2:4 “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” (NIV)  

So what are Spiritual Gifts?  

1.  Spiritual Gifts are GIFTS from GOD.  

1 Peter 4:10 “God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of spiritual 
gifts.  Use them well to serve one another.”  (NLT)

1 Corinthians 12:11 “It is the one and only Spirit who distributes these gifts.  He 
alone decides which gift each person should have.” (NLT)

2.  Spiritual gifts are SPECIAL ABILITIES empowered by the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:1 “And now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question 
about the special abilities the Holy Spirit gives to each of us …” (NLT)

3.  EVERY follower of Christ has at least ONE spiritual gift.

Ephesians 4:7-8 “7 … He has given each one of us a special gift according to the 
generosity of Christ.  8 That is why the Scripture say, “When He ascended to the 
heights, He led a crowd of captives and gave gifts to His people.” (NLT)

1 Corinthians 7:7 “… But each one of you has your own gift from God; one has this 
gift, another has that.” (NIV)

4.  Spiritual Gifts are for the benefit the CHURCH, not OURSELVES.  
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1 Corinthians 12:7 “A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each 
other.” (NLT)

1 Peter 4:10 “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (NIV)

5.  Each of us is EXPECTED to use our spiritual gift.  

Romans 12:4-5 “4 Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special 
function, 5 so it is with Christ’s body.  We are all parts of His one body, and each of us 
has different work to do.  And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each 
other, and each of us needs all the others.” (NLT)  

Romans 12:1 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship.” (NIV)  

Romans 12:6-8 “6 In His grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain 
things well.  So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much 
faith as God has given you.  7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well.  If you are 
a teacher, teach well.  8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging.  If it is 
giving, give generously.  If God has given your leadership ability, take the 
responsibility seriously.  And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it 
gladly.” (NLT)

6.  Every spiritual gift (and person) is EQUALLY important.  

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 “12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts 
make up only one body.  So it is with the body of Christ.  13 Some of us are Jews, 
some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free.  But we have all been 
baptized into Christ’s body by one Spirit, and we have all share the same Spirit.  14 
Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part.  15 If the foot says, “I am not 
a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of 
the body.  16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am only an ear 
and not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body?  17 If the whole body 
were an eye, how would you hear?  Or if your whole body were an ear, how would 
you smell anything?  18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part 
just where He wants it.  19 How strange a body would be if it had only one part!  20 
Yes, there are many parts, but only one body.  21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
don’t need you.”  The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.”  22 In fact, some 
parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are actually the most 
necessary.  23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the 
greatest care.  So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen, 24 while 
the more honorable parts do not require this special care.  So God has put the body 
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together such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less 
dignity.  25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members 
care for each other.  26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is 
honored, all the parts are glad.  27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each one 
of you is a part of it.” (NLT)

HOW TO UNWRAP MY SPIRITUAL GIFT

1.  EXPLORE the possibilities.

2.  EXPERIMENT with the different gifts.    

3.  EXAMINE your reaction when trying these gifts.

4.  EVALUATE the effectiveness.  

5.  EXPECT confirmation from others.

BOTTOM LINE:

God has EMPOWERED each of us to make a DIFFERENCE in the world for Jesus 
Christ.  

1 Corinthian 1:4-7 “4 I always thank my God for you and for the gracious gifts He 
has given you, now that you belong to Christ Jesus.  5 Through Him, God has 
enriched your church in every way—with all of your eloquent words and all of your 
knowledge.  6 This confirms that what I told you about Christ is true.  7 Now you have 
every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  8 He will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free from all blame on 
the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns.  9 God will do this, for He is faithful to do 
what He says, and He has invited you into partnership with His Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” (NLT)

Acts 2:38-39 “38 … Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and 
for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (NIV) 
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