
LIFE NOTES                                       Series: Shaped to Make a Difference 

October 31, 2021          “Applying My Abilities”  

Genesis 2:7 “God shaped man from the soil of the ground and blew the breath 
of life into his nostrils, and man became a living being.”  (NJB)  

Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (NIV) 

   
Abilities—things that we do_______________ well. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 "4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit 
gives them.  5 There are different ways of serving but the same Lord is served.  6 
There are different abilities to perform service, but God gives ability to everyone for 
their service." (TEV)

WHY GOD GAVE US ABILITIES 

1.  To _______________ what God wants me to do.     

Hebrews 13:20-21  “20 Now may the God of peace—who brought up from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, and ratified an eternal 
covenant with His blood—21 may He equip you with all you need for doing His 
will.  May He produce in you all you need for doing His will.  May He produce in 
you, through the power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to Him.  
All glory to Him forever and ever!  Amen.” (NLT) 

2.  To ____________________. 
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 “17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength 
of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”  18 But remember the Lord your 
God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms His 
covenant, which He swore to your ancestors, as it is today.” (NIV) 

3.  To be _______________.   
Ephesians 4:28 “Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must 
work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have 
something to share with those in need.” (NIV) 

4.  To _______________ God.   
1 Corinthians 10:31 “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for 
the glory of God.” (NIV) 

5.  To ___________________ the Lord’s plans.    

Exodus 35:10 “All who are skilled among you are to come and make everything 
the Lord has commanded.” (NIV)   

1 Chronicles 22:15-16 “15 You have many workers:  stonecutters, masons and 
carpenters, as well as those skilled in every kind of work 16 in gold and silver, 
bronze and iron—craftsmen beyond number.  Now begin the work, and the 
Lord be with you.” (NIV) 

6.  To ______________ the church. 
Ephesians 4:11-13 “11 So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip His people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (NIV) 

7.  To be an _______________. 
1 Timothy 4:15 “Put these abilities to work; throw yourself into your tasks so that 
everyone may notice your improvement and progress.”  (LB) 

HOW TO APPLY MY ABILITIES 

1.  _______________ them. 
Romans 12:3 “Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, 
but try to have a sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith God 
has given to you all ...”  (Philips) 

2.  _______________ them. 
Romans 12:1 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, 
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 
true and proper worship.” (NIV)  

3.  _______________ them. 
Ecclesiastes 10:10 “If the ax is dull and its edge is unsharpened, more strength is 
needed, but skill will bring success.” (NIV) 

BOTTOM LINE 
Matthew 25:14-30  

Mathew 25:21 “21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” (NIV)


