
SERMON OUTLINE                            Series:  Shaped to Make a Difference
November 21, 2021                                         “Employing My Experiences”

Psalm 139:14-16 “14 I praise You because You made me in an amazing and 
wonderful way.  What you have done is wonderful.  I know this very well.  15 You saw 
my bones being formed as I took shape in my mother's body.  When I was put 
together there, 16 You saw my body as it was formed.  All the days planned for me 
were written in Your book before I was one day old.” (NCV)

SHAPE

Spiritual gifts—a set of special abilities that God has given you to share His love and 
serve others.

Heart—the special passions God has given you so you can glorify Him on earth.

Abilities—the set of talents God gave you when you were born, which He also wants 
you to use to make an impact for Him. 

Personality—the special way God wired you to navigate life and fulfill your unique 
Kingdom purpose

Experiences—those parts of your past, both positive and painful, which God intends 
to use in great ways.

TODAY:  

Experiences—those parts of your past, both positive and painful, which God intends 
to use in great ways.

Romans 8:28.  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” (NIV)

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF MY EXPERIENCES

1.  EMBRACE them.  

 
Employ My Experiences                                                 Page  of  1 3



Genesis 50:20 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” (NIV)

2.  LEARN from them.  

Deuteronomy 11:2 “Remember today what you have learned about the Lord through 
your experiences with Him …” (TEV)   

3.  USE them.    

Philippians 1:12 “Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has 
happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. (NIV)

HOW TO UTILIZE YOUR EXPERIENCES

1.  Use them to MINISTER to others.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God.” (NIV)

2.  Use them to MOTIVATE others.    

Philippians 1:14 “And because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have 
been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.” (NIV)

3.  Use them to MODEL for others.

Philippians 3:17 “Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and 
just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do.” (NIV)  

4.  Use them to MENTOR others.  

Proverbs 25:12 “A warning given by an experienced person to someone willing to 
listen is more valuable than gold rings or jewelry made of the finest gold.” (TEV)
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BOTTOM LINE

Galatians 3:4 “You have experienced many things.  Were all of these experiences 
wasted?  I hope not!” (ICB) 
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