
SERMON OUTLINE                    Series:  Living with Margin 
January 23, 2022                  “Practices of a Productive Life” 

Margin:  Not using up all I have, but RESERVING some of my time, energy, and 
resources for the unexpected and the most important.

Proverbs 21:25 “Despite their desires, the lazy will come to ruin, for their hands 
refuse to work.” (NLT) 

The Bible:  “productive life” = “fruitfulness”.   

John 15:8 “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.” (NIV) 

John 15:1-8 “1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit 
He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  3 You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, as I also remain in 
you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can 
you bear fruit unless your remain in me. 

5 I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If you do not remain 
in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches 
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8 This 
is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.” (NIV) 

FACTS ABOUT A FRUITFUL LIFE 

1.  Jesus is THE SOURCE of life.   

John 15:1 “I am the true vine …”   

John 10:10 “… I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 
(NIV) 

John 14:6 “… I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” (NIV) 
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2.  God CULTIVATES my life to make it more fruitful.   

John 15:1-3 “1 … my Father is the gardener.  2 He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it 
will be even more fruitful.  3 You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you.” (NIV) 

3.  God wants me to bear MUCH FRUIT. 

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit …”  

4.  I can’t do this ON MY OWN. 

John 15:5 “… apart from me you can do nothing” 

5.  JUDGMENT is the result on an unfruitful life. 

John 15:6 “If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned.”  

6.  God BLESSES a fruitful life.       

John 15:7 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you.”   

7.  Bearing Fruit brings GLORY TO GOD. 

John 15:8 “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit …”   

8.  Bearing fruit PROVES I’m a follower of Jesus. 

John 15:8 “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.” 
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WHAT KIND OF FRUIT? 

1.  Genuine REPENTANCE. 

Matthew 3:8 “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” (NIV) 

2.  CHARACTER qualities. 

Galatians 5:22-23 “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control …” (NIV) 

Ephesians 5:8-11 “8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord.  Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord.  11 Have 
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.” 
(NIV) 

3.  CONVERTS to Christ. 

Colossians 1:6 “… the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the 
whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it 
and truly understood God’s grace.” (NIV) 

4.  Doing GOOD WORKS.   
   

Colossians 1:9-12 “9 … We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge 
of His will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so 
that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please Him in every way:  
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being 
strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may 
have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father 
… “ (NIV) 

5.  GRATITUDE towards God.   

Hebrews 13:15 “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a 
sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess His name.” (NIV) 
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THE CONDITIONS OF FRUITFULNESS 

1.  I must CULTIVATE deep roots. 

Jeremiah 17:5-8 “5 This is what the Lord says:  “Cursed is the one who trusts in 
man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from 
the Lord.  6 That person will like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see 
prosperity when it comes.  They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, 
in a salt land where no one lives.  7 But blessed is the one who trusts in the 
Lord, whose confidence is in Him.  8 They will be like a tree planted by the 
water that sends out its roots by the stream.  It does not fear when heat 
comes; its leaves are always green.  It has no worries in a year of drought and 
never fails to bear fruit.” (NIV) 

Colossians 2:6-7 “6 Since you have accepted Christ Jesus as Lord, live in union 
with Him.  7 Keep your roots deep in Him, build your lives on Him, and become 
stronger in your faith, as you were taught.  And be filled with thanksgiving.” 
(TEV) 

2.  I must ELIMINATE the weeds in my life. 

Luke 8:4-8 “4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to 
Jesus from town after town, He told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow 
his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was 
trampled on, and the birds ate it up.  6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it 
came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture.  7 Other seed 
fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants.  8 Still other 
seed fell on good soil.  It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more 
than was sown.” 

Luke 8:11-15 “11 This is the meaning of the parable:  The seed is the Word of 
God.  12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil 
comes and takes away the Word from their hearts, so that they may not 
believe and be saved.  13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who 
receive the Word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root.  They 
believe for a while, but in times of testing they fall away.  14 The seed that fell 
among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are 
choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.  15 But 
the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who 
hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.” (NIV) 
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Luke 8:14 “The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as 
they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, 
and they do not mature.”   

3.  I must COOPERATE with God’s pruning in my life 

Hebrews 12:5-6 “5 … My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do 
not lose heart when He rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one 
He loves, and He chastens everyone He accepts as His son.” (NIV)  

Hebrews 12:11 “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later 
on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who 
have been trained by it.” (NIV) 

4.  I must ANTICIPATE a great harvest. 

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (NIV)   

Galatians 6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (NIV) 

BOTTOM LINE 

John 15:16 “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you 
ask in my name the Father will give you.” (NIV) 

God not only expects us to be FAITHFUL, He also expects me us to be FRUITFUL.
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