
SERMON OUTLINE                                         Rebuild:  My Life, My Church  
November 06, 2022                                                    “Admit My Mistakes” 

HOW TO MANAGE MY MISTAKES 

1.  Admit my sin with SINCERITY.         

Nehemiah 9:1-4 “1 On October 31 the people assembled again, and this 
time they fasted and dressed in burlap and sprinkled dust on their heads.  
2 Those of Israelite decent separated themselves from all foreigners as 
they confessed their own sins and the sins of their ancestors.  3 They 
remained standing in place for three hours while the Book of the Law of 
the Lord their God was read aloud to them.  Then for three more hours 
they confessed their sins and worshiped the Lord their God.  4 The Levites
—Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Sheaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Kenani—
stood on the stairway of the Levites and cried out to the Lord their God 
with loud voices.” (NLT) 

2 Corinthians 7:8-10 “8 I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to 
you, though I was sorry at first, for I know it was painful to you for a little 
while.  9 Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the 
pain caused you to repent and change your ways.  It was the kind of 
sorrow God wants His people to have, so you were not harmed by us in 
any way.  10 For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us 
away from sin and results in salvation.  There’s no regret for that kind of 
sorrow.  But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual 
death.” (NLT) 

2.  Recognize God’s AUTHORITY.   

Nehemiah 9:5-6 “5 Then the leaders of the Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, 
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah—called 
out to the people: “Stand up and praise the Lord your God, for He lives 
from everlasting to everlasting!”  Then they prayed:  “May your glorious 
name be praised!  May it be exalted above all blessing and praise!  6 You 
alone are the Lord.  You made the skies and the heavens and all the stars.  
You made the earth and the seas and everything in them.  You preserve 
them all, and the angels of heaven worship you.” (NLT) 

Psalm 51:3-4 “3 For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and 
night.  4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is 
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evil in your sight.  You will be proved right in what you say, and your 
judgment against me is just.” (NLT) 

3.  Accept God’s grace with HUMILITY.   

Nehemiah 9:17-22 “17 They refused to obey and did not remember the 
miracles you had done for them.  Instead, they became stubborn and 
appointed a leader to take them back to their slavery in Egypt.  But you 
are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow to become angry, 
and rich in unfailing love.  You did not abandon them, 18 even when they 
made an idol shaped like a calf and said, ‘This is your god who brought 
you out of Egypt!’  They committed terrible blasphemies.  19 But in your 
great mercy you did not abandon them to die in the wilderness.  The pillar 
of cloud still led them forward by day, and the pillar of fired showed them 
the way through the night.  20 You sent your good Spirit to instruct them, 
and you did not stop giving them manna from heaven or water for their 
thirst.  21 For forty years you sustained them in the wilderness, and they 
lacked nothing.  Their clothes did not wear out and the feet did not swell!” 
(NLT) 

Nehemiah 9:26-31 “26 But despite all this, they were disobedient and 
rebelled against you.  They turned their backs on your Law, they killed 
your prophets who warned them to return to you, and they committed 
terrible blasphemies.  27 So you handed them over to their enemies, who 
made them suffer.  But in their time of trouble they cried out to you, and 
you heard them from heaven.  In your great mercy, you sent them 
liberators who rescued them from their enemies.  28 But as soon as they 
were at peace, your people again committed evil in your sight, and once 
more you let their enemies conquer them.  Yet whenever your people 
turned and cried to you again for help, you listened once more from 
heaven.  In your wonderful mercy, you rescued them many times!  29 You 
warned them to return to your Law, but they became proud and obstinate 
and disobeyed your commands.  They did not follow your regulations, by 
which people will find life if only they obey.  They stubbornly turned their 
backs on you and refused to listen.  30 In your love, you were patient with 
them for many years.  You sent your Spirit, who warned them through the 
prophets.  But still they wouldn’t listen!  So once again you allowed the 
peoples of the land to conquer them.  31 But in your great mercy, you did 
not destroy them completely or abandon them forever.  What a gracious 
and merciful God you are!” (NLT) 
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1 Timothy 1:15-16 “15 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should 
accept it:  “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am 
the worst of them all.  16 But God had mercy on me, so that Christ Jesus 
could use me as a prime example of His great patience with even the 
worst sinners.  Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in Him 
and receive eternal life.” (NLT) 

4.  Take full RESPONSIBILITY.   

Nehemiah 9:32-37 “32 And now, our God, the great and mighty and 
awesome God, who keeps His covenant of unfailing love, do not let all the 
hardships we have suffered seem insignificant to you.  Great trouble has 
come upon us and upon our kings and leaders and priests and prophets 
and ancestors—all of your people—from the days when the kings of 
Assyria first triumphed over us until now.  33 Every time you punish us you 
were being just.  We have sinned greatly, and you gave us only what we 
deserved.  34 Our kings, leaders, priests, and ancestors did not obey your 
Law or listen to the warnings in your commands and laws.  35 Even while 
they had their own kingdom, they did not serve you, though you 
showered your goodness on them.  You gave them a large, fertile land, 
but they refused to turn from their wickedness.  36 So now today we are 
slaves in the land of plenty that you gave our ancestors for their 
enjoyment!  We are slaves here in this good land.  37 The lush produce of 
this land piles up in the hands of the kings whom you have set over us 
because of our sins.  They have power over us and our livestock.  We 
serve them at their pleasure, and we are in great misery.” (NLT) 

Hebrews 12:5-11 “5 And have you forgotten the encouraging words God 
spoke to you as His children?  He said, “My child, don’t make light of the 
Lord’s discipline, and don’t give up when He corrects you.  6 For the Lord 
disciplines those He loves, and He punishes each one He accepts as His 
child.”  7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is 
treating you as His own children.  Whoever heard of a child who is never 
disciplined by its father?  8 If God doesn’t discipline you as He does all of 
His children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really His 
children at all.  9 Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined 
us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our 
spirits, and live forever?  10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few 
years, doing the best they knew how.  But God’s discipline is always good 
for us so that we might share in His holiness.  11 No discipline is enjoyable 
while it is happening—it’s painful!  But afterward there will be a peaceful 
harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.” (NLT) 
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5.  Live from now on in CONFORMITY.   

Nehemiah 9:38 “The people responded, “In view of all this, we are 
making a solemn promise and putting it in writing.  On this sealed 
document are the names of our leaders and Levites and priests.” (NLT) 

Nehemiah 10:28-29 “28 Then the rest of the people—the priests, 
Levites, gatekeepers, singers, Temple servants, and all who separated 
themselves from the pagan people of the land in order to obey the Law of 
God, together with their wives, sons, daughters, and all who were old 
enough to understand—29 joined their leaders and bound themselves with 
an oath.  They swore a curse on themselves if they failed to obey the Law 
of God as issued by His servant Moses.  They solemnly promised to 
carefully follow all the commands, regulations, and decrees of the Lord our 
God.” (NLT) 

1 Peter 1:13-16 “13 So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-
control.  Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will come to you 
when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world.  14 So you must live as God’s 
obedient children.  Don’t slip back into you old ways of living to satisfy 
your own desires.  You didn’t know any better then.  15 But now you must 
be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy.  16 For 
the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” (NLT) 

BOTTOM LINE 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 “23 Now may the God of peace make you holy 
in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.  24 God will make this 
happen, for He who calls you is faithful.” (NLT)
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